
 

�BIG ReCap! Spring & Summer �
 

At Community Works, we foster fellowship, unity, and shared purpose
through lived experiences. Our newsletter showcases growth and strength and

celebrates achievements while gearing up for new opportunities ahead!

 

� We Got the Grant – Let’s Keep It Rolling!�

Hold on to your hats, if you don't already know! We’ve been awarded the prestigious Yield
Giving grant, which will supercharge our initiatives and expand our reach even further! This
funding will enable us to enhance our programs, serve more individuals, and create even greater
impact within marginalized communities. We’re beyond excited about the possibilities this
brings, and we can’t wait to share the journey with you!

� 2024 Spring Social� 

https://communityworkswest.org/
https://yieldgiving.com/essays/open-call-update/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=0b547ce4-83a5-4572-a004-708cc9bc3e0b


Our 3rd Annual Spring Social theme was Grow In Community, which celebrated past
participants and program achievements and recognized local CBOs and donors.

A highlight of the evening was our entertainment during a mesmerizing reading from
playwright Ashley Smiley and actors Anna Marie Sharpe and Jamella Cross from the play "Dirty
White Teslas Make Me Sad" which made its world premiere at the Magic Theatre in San
Francisco and was featured in BroadwayWorld.com and Forbes magazine.

http://facebook.com/smileyfromthesco
https://www.instagram.com/_amarie3/
https://www.instagram.com/jcrossxpress/
https://magictheatre.org/calendar/dwtmms


“Dirty White Teslas Make Me Sad (DWTMS)  is a new performance work about the re-
gentrification of San Francisco and the displacement of Black folks from their
neighborhoods. (DWTMS) is a testimonial about people and their struggles with hope.
The story unfolds over a few days in the life of Sloosh, our protagonist. We follow Sloosh
— a young Queer AfroLatina from Bayview Hunters Point caught up in a transcendental
rut. This project is one of the prestigious Gerbode Foundation Theater Award recipients.”
- FortMason.org 

� Success Stories That Spark Joy! �

During our 3rd annual Spring Social, we bestowed three awards during the evening:
The Ruth Morgan: Healing In Justice Awards -  recognizing individuals and organizations
committed to promoting healing and justice. Recipient: Leo Bruenn
The Ivan Montgomery Legacy Award -  A heartfelt tribute to the life and work of Ivan
Montgomery, a former participant who was deeply committed to the principles of
restorative justice. Recipient: Patricia Martinez
Youth Advocate Excellence Award -  This award recognizes a participant who uses their
voice, pride, and power. Recipients: Owens Dunson and JC Foster III.   

Advocacy & Research
�A Collaborative Journey to Support Survivors��

Since March of this year, CW has been excitedly collaborating with the Asian Law Caucus
on an empowering project designed to support survivors!

Over the next year, we’ll dive deep into analyzing the policies that impact
survivors and that local system partners use.
Groups of survivors will actively participate in focus groups and surveys, sharing
their powerful insights to drive impactful changes in these policies.

We can’t wait to document our findings in a vibrant research report, which we’ll proudly
showcase at a convening next summer, amplifying the voices and recommendations of
the incredible individuals we’re here to uplift!

Youth Power
�A Game-Changing Partnership�

https://playbill.com/production/dirty-white-teslas-make-me-sad-regional-magic-theatre-2024
https://fortmason.org/event/magic-dirty-white-teslas-make-me-sad/
https://www.asianlawcaucus.org/
https://www.asianlawcaucus.org/


� Big news, everyone! Project WHAT! has teamed up with the amazing SF Bay Area Big
Brother-Big Sisters, and let me tell you, this partnership is a game-changer!

With a whopping 25% of the ir littles identifying as children of incarcerated parents
(CIP), this collaboration is all about uplifting and empowering our youth.
Recently, our incredible Project WHAT! staff and youth had a fantastic training
session, sharing insights and experiences with the BBBS mentors and staff. It was a
blast, and the energy was electric!

�This is just the beginning, as we’re already buzzing with ideas for more training
opportunities and ways to deepen these connections within our community. So, let’s keep
that momentum going! Together, we can champion racial equity and transformative
justice, and we invite YOU to join us in this journey—whether it’s by volunteering,
donating, or advocating for systemic change. Let’s harness the power of community and
make some waves! ❤️

 � We Pulled Up in DC! NACRJ 9th National Conference! ��

https://www.projectwhat.org/
https://www.bbbsba.org/mentor/?utm_source=google_cpc&utm_medium=ad_grant&utm_campaign=cbc_ggrant_mentor&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw4Oe4BhCcARIsADQ0cskJpSEZE6eNDq4uU8hsCFnx5Xg2px2SGU782kO0Zq_tH-bzU8NPFEkaAt4KEALw_wcB


This year’s conference theme was “Re-Envisioning Our Legacies: A Defining Moment,”
encouraging participants to reflect on the influence of their ancestors, commit to overturning
harmful legacies, and aspire to create lasting legacies for future generations. The @NACRJ
Conference fostered impactful connections and inspired vital discussions for meaningful change.

Our ProjectWHAT! team—@OscarCalderonLeon, @JakaelaFoster, and @LhagaDingpontsawa—
presented “Building Better Adult Allies: Understanding and Supporting Youth with
Incarcerated Parents” (Session #13)��, highlighting the importance of supporting youth
connected to the criminal justice system.

Additionally, our Restorative Justice Diversion Program Manager, @SondraSantana,
collaborated with @Ahimsa Collective to present “Surrogacy in Restorative Justice” (Session
#91) �, focusing on innovative healing approaches.

Lastly, our Co-Executive Director, @KyleMagallanesCastillo, shared insights on “ The California
RJ Policy Coalition” (Session #117) �, emphasizing the power of collective advocacy.

�Upcoming Events�Keep A Lookout!
    

Our Company | Contact Us

 

https://www.nacrj.org/2024-conference/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/oscar-calderon-leon-95b209142/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jakaela-foster-8a7290248/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lhaga-dingpontsawa-a077a8178/
https://www.instagram.com/mamisondrita/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ahimsa-collective-7657792b7/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kmagcastillo/
https://www.facebook.com/communityworkswest
https://www.instagram.com/communityworksw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/community-works-west/?viewAsMember=true
https://communityworkswest.org/financial-and-public-reporting/
https://communityworkswest.org/contact/


Click To See Whats
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ANNOUNCEMENT

�CW RESTORATIVE HUB
LAUNCH - S.F.�

� After a year of incredible
collaboration and hands-on
workshops with our amazing
community, the revamped
Community Works Restorative Hub
is finally ready to welcome you back!

With your invaluable input,
we’ve crafted a vibrant space
that’s all about healing,
connection, and empowerment
for our clients and the entire
community.

NEXT EDITION

� Spotlight Stories*  
�Giving Season Update*  
�Volunteer Opportunities*  

⚖️Advocacy Update*
� ️Documentary & Town Hall Q&A*

https://communityworkswest.org/whats-new/


ProjectWHAT!
Internship
Application

Click To
Donate!
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https://www.projectwhat.org/apply-to-pw
https://www.projectwhat.org/apply-to-pw
https://communityworkswest.networkforgood.com/projects/103822-community-works
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