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Graduation Into Possibility - Young Adult Court Grads 

It’s spring, which means graduation season. 
Across the country, families and communities are gathering to celebrate milestones, hard work, 
and new beginnings. From kindergarten classrooms to college campuses, graduations mark 
moments of growth and possibility. 

But not all graduations happen in schools. 
This spring, two young adults, John and Zane, celebrated a different kind of milestone: 
graduating from San Francisco’s Young Adult Court program and stepping into a new chapter of 
their lives. 

Like many system-impacted young adults, John and Zane faced enormous barriers at a critical 
stage in life. Both were navigating challenges that could have easily defined their futures. 
Instead, through Community Works’ NoVA program, they found support, accountability, and 
people who believed in their ability to change their trajectory. 

Community Works partners with Transitional Age Youth ages 18–24 through intensive case 
management designed to support successful transitions into adulthood and reduce future 
system involvement. But the work is about far more than services. It is about relationships, trust, 
consistency, and helping young people recognize their own potential. 

Community Works case managers walk alongside young adults through some of the most 
difficult periods of their lives, helping them set goals, reconnect with family, build healthy coping 
strategies, secure employment, and begin imagining futures that once felt out of reach. 

For John and Zane, that support became a turning point. 
Today, both young men are enrolled in workforce development programs, rebuilding trust with 
loved ones, and taking meaningful steps toward independence and stability. They are learning 
that accountability is not about punishment alone. It is also about growth, healing, and making 
different choices moving forward. 

Some of the most powerful moments in Community Works programs happen when a young 
person realizes that another path is possible. A moment when survival begins to shift into hope. 
When fear gives way to confidence. When someone starts to believe they deserve a future 
bigger than the mistakes they have made. 

For John and Zane, graduation marked the end of one difficult journey, and the beginning of 
another filled with possibility. 
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Their stories are reminders that young people are more than the worst moments of their lives. 
With support, guidance, and community, transformation is possible. 

Your support helps create those opportunities for healing, accountability, growth, and new 
beginnings.  
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